
National Day of the Cowboy: If you’re wondering why this particular day, a 
Senate resolution in 2005 was signed by President Bush to designate the fourth 
Saturday of every July as National Day of the Cowboy. What is there to                  
celebrate? The day was proclaimed to recognize the character and values of the 
Cowboy, which embody honesty, integrity, courage, compassion, respect,                          
patriotism & a strong work ethic. That seems like a great idea to me! 
 
The first governor to grant a Cowboy Day proclamation and help build                  
National stature for the Day was Governor Janet Napolitano of Arizona in 
2006. In 2008 Arizona Congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords sponsored the             
Cowboy Day in the U.S. House of Representatives and Arizona again made 
Western history on June 19, 2008, when its state legislature became the first 
state body to pass the National Day of the Cowboy resolution. The resolution 
has already passed in the United States Senate for four consecutive years,         
beginning in 2005. Giffords again sponsored the National Day of the Cowboy 
Resolution in the U.S. House again in 2009 (H. Res 322), naming Saturday, July 
25, 2009 as the National Day of the Cowboy. 
 
Creation of a National Day of the Cowboy flag established a symbol intended to 
bring awareness to all that the Cowboys and Cowgirls contribute to our pioneer 
preservation. The flag now flies in twenty-four states and four countries. In 
2008,  Congresswoman Giffords of Arizona was instrumental in getting the 
National Day of the Cowboy flag aboard the Discovery Space Shuttle  where it 
went on a five million mile wild west ride all the way to the International Space 
Station and back. This historic event, taking the old frontier into the new              
frontier, was noted in the Washington Post, a newspaper not typically associated 
with stories about our Cowboy heritage. In addition, the flag flies with our 
troops, the Desert Cowboys, in Iraq and Afghanistan. The dream is to have the 
flag fly in all fifty states and in as many international communities as possible. 
 
Do we really have cowboy history here? You betcha! Sedona has a very rich 
cowboy heritage. Cattle drives back & forth to Munds Mountain began in the 
1890’s. Early cowboys such as Ira Smith and Earl Van Deren are still talked 
about today around campfires. According to the Sedona Heritage Museum 
“Ranching was a major part of the area's economy in the early days 
and continues in a modern form today. Riding, roping & branding 
were not just rodeo sports to these hardy men--yes, & some women.  
They moved their cattle around the Verde Valley and Mogollon Rim 
with the seasons and drove them to market.  They made their own 
ropes and branding irons, and their meals were often cooked on the 
ground over an open fire.” Since then, many Western and cowboy 
movies were filmed in Sedona, beginning as early as 1923 and                  
continuing through the 1960’s. The Cowboy Artists of America was 
founded here in 1965 at Oak Creek Tavern, now home of the Cowboy 
Club.  
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A. Best Western Arroyo Roble Hotel Shops at Goldenstein Gallery 
1.  Goldenstein Gallery, Cheston Trammell, Artist @ Work  
2.  Brittany Reilly Duo (1-5) 
 

B. Sinagua Plaza 
1.  Art of Knife Bladesmith Demonstration, Ray Rabar (10-7) 
2.  Rio Verde Saddlery Demonstration (10-7) 
 

C. Canyon Breeze Plaza  
 1. Canyon Breeze Restaurant Food Booth 
 2. Blazin’ M Ranch &  the Singing Blazin’ M Cowboys (2 - 4) 
 3. You Be the Singing Cowboy @ Cowboy Karaoke (5-8) 
 

D. Mid-block Cross Walk Plaza  
1. Cold Stone Creamery Food Booth (High Noon--4) until goodies run out 
2. The Hike House (All Day) 
 
 

E. Silver Linings Thrift Store offering treats to walk in customers (11-3) 
 

F. Uptown Mall 
1. Brandon Shepard, Recording Artist (4-8)  
 
 

G. Canyon Portal Shoppes @ Sedona Center 
1.  Arizona Rangers & their trusty Steeds (High Noon - 4) 
2. Baby, Giant Belgian Draft Horse available for Photos of you by you (12-5) 
3. Try your Hand @ Roping (High Noon - Dusk) 
 
 

H. Trading Post Shops @ Sedona Center - Red Rock Western Jeep Tours    
1. Sakina Bluestar, Hopi Elder Storytelling (10-10:30) 
2. Sandy Sandel, World Champion Bull Rider & Bull Fighter (10:30-11) 
3. Brian Benalli, Navajo Flutist & Storytelling (11-11:30) 
4. Jack Tennel, Cowboy Historian & Poet, also Activity narrator (11:30- High Noon) 
5. Boots & Bustles the “Old West Social Club” (on the 1/2 hour beginning 12:30) 
6. Gunfights, Trick Roping & Whip Crackin by the Posse of Red Rock Western Jeep Tours  
 
 

I. Felsot Building  
1.  Sally’s Mesquite BBQ Roasted Corn Food Booth (11-8)  

 

J. Cowboy Plaza  
1. Courtney Grieco, Sedona Sunrise Superstar Winner (2-7)  
 
 

K. Oak Creek Marketplace  
1. Michael Peach, Cowboy Poet & History Telling (High Noon & 1) 
 
 

L. Cheers @ corner Forest Road  
1.  Campfire Kettle Corn Food Booth (All Day)  
 
 

M. Sedona Chamber Visitor Center @ corner Forest Road  
1.  Canyon Trail Cowboy Band (10-5 intermittently)  
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ACTIVITY LISTING  
(Saturday 10am - 8pm, unless noted otherwise)             = Public Restrooms 

L’Auberge Lane 

= Event Sponsor 
 

Stop by and Say  
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