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July 24th - National Day of the Cowboy Celebration in Uptown
 
Join us to celebrate the National Day of the Cowboy, part of our local cultural heritage. Come to the FREE event on Saturday, July 24th from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm co-presented by Red Rock Western Jeep Tours and Sedona Main Street Program along SR 89A in Uptown Sedona with “a whole lot of cowboy goin’s on”! 
Storytelling starts the day, along with trades, craft and art demonstrations. From 10 am to noon in front of Red Rock Western Jeep Tours, you can enjoy the stories and dances of Hopi Elder Sakina Bluestar, hear the wild tales of Sandy Sandel, World Champion bull rider, listen to Navajo storytelling and flute music by Brian Benalli, and hear Jack Tennel, Cowboy Historian and Poet. All day and into the evening you can visit with tradesmen and an artist: just down the street at Sinagua Plaza, Rio Verde Saddlery will demonstrate leather crafting of saddles, belts and more; and Ray Rybar of Camp Verde, featured as one of the world’s 100 top makers of forged blades, will demonstrate the art of knife making; next door to Sinagua Plaza is Goldenstein Gallery featuring Cheston Trammel, an artist at work. 
Gunfights begin at high noon in front of Red Rock Western Jeep Tours, along with rope tricks and whip crackin’ throughout the afternoon until dusk performed by the Posse of Red Rock Western Jeep Tours. They’ll be joined by Boots & Bustles, the Old West Social Club, with gunfights and historical re-enactments. 

Nearby you can watch some cowboys roping and then give it a try yourself. Make sure to meet Baby, the giant Belgian draft horse from Infinity Horses Trail Rides in Cornville; thanks to owner Saara, Baby will be available for photos from noon to 5 pm. You can also meet Arizona Rangers and their steeds from noon to 4 pm, as they meander through Uptown. 

Make sure to catch one of two performances by Michael Peach, Cowboy Poet, at 12:00 and again at 1:00 just inside Oak Creek Marketplace next to Cahill Leather. His lively and fascinating performances are based on the history of Northern Arizona. 
Brittany Reilly Duo will perform from 1 – 5 pm in front of Goldenstein Gallery. Brittany is currently touring across the U.S. as a duo with her husband playing everything from Classic Country/Western and Honky
Tonk to Blues, Bluegrass & Western Swing, while promoting her newly released CD, “Honky Tonk Home” which came out in April 2010. Brittany was raised in a small town outside of Cleveland, OH called Bay Village. Her first music performance was with her husband Brent Hopper in Sept. 2005. Since then, she has played more than 525 shows nationwide in about 200 different venues in 25 states. Brittany has toured constantly since she first set foot on the stage. In her evolved project with the Brittany Reilly Band, she recorded her debut solo CD “Good Old Country Sound” which was released in 2008.
Courtney Grieco, Sedona Sunrise Superstar, will sing country and western hits from 2 – 7 pm at Cowboy Plaza. Originally from Long Island, NY she now lives in Cottonwood and recently auditioned for Sedona Sunrise Superstar and won!  From that contest, she gained the confidence to audition for America's Got Talent in February. She will be auditioning for Prescott Idol in July and her ultimate goal is to be a professional singer. This event is another step in the direction of making her lifelong dream a reality.

 

Singing Blazin’ M Cowboys will entertain from 2 – 4 pm at Canyon Breeze Plaza. They are from the Blazin’ M Ranch in Cottonwood.

Brandon Shepard will perform from 4 – 8 pm at Uptown Mall. An Arizona native, he is currently receiving national air play and opening for national recording artists such as Mark Chesnutt in 2007 and CMA artist Mark Wills in 2009. Brandon is also an actor in both commercials and movies. His music is country and his energy is rock ’n roll. 20% of the proceeds of his CD sales at this event will benefit Sedona Humane Society. 
Cowboy Karaoke will be available from 5 – 8 pm at Canyon Breeze Plaza. Come sing your heart out and join in the fun. All the musical performances and activities take place in plazas where there is plenty of room to dance if you want or just sit and enjoy.
Looking for tasty treats to satisfy your hunger? Canyon Breeze will have an outdoor food booth in front of their restaurant all day.  Across the street at the “Mid-block crosswalk” Plaza, Coldstone Creamery will be serving ice cream from noon to 4 while supplies last. While you pause to refresh, you’ll notice the life-size sculpture depicting Joe Beeler - an incredibly talented artist who lived here and was one of the founding members of the Cowboy Artists of America organized right here in Uptown Sedona. It’s another great place for a family photo. You can also find Roasted Corn provided by Sally’s Mesquite Grill & BBQ in front of Sedona Outdoors anytime from 11 – 8, and pick up some Campfire Kettle Corn to snack on, from their chuck wagon booth in front of the Cheers store all day on the corner of Forest Road. Stop by Silver Linings Thrift Shop at 345 Jordan Road where they are offering complementary treats from 11 – 3 to celebrate the day.
As you walk along “Main Street”, keep your eyes open for commemoratives of Western movies filmed in Sedona and the actors who brought cowboy life into our homes. These Hands through History plaques are made of red granite embedded in red rock concrete with the handprints or boot prints of the actors. Look for these plaques celebrating our own cultural heritage displayed in pedestals at Matterhorn Shoppes, Canyon Breeze Plaza, Orchards Plaza and Cowboy Plaza too.


This event is possible because of the generous financial and service support of our community-minded businesses, organizations and our media partners, with the volunteer efforts of local folks. Huge thanks go to our co-presenter and Diamond Star sponsor, Red Rock Western Jeep Tours and to our Platinum Star Music sponsor The Hike House, opening in September 2010. Special thanks to Gold Star Sponsor - Joe Wilcox Western Wear and to the Silver Star Sponsors - Sinagua Plaza Merchants Association, Goldenstein Gallery and Best Western Arroyo Roble Hotel. Thanks also go to ProBuild, BSE Rents and Florange Signs & Designs. We’re grateful for the help of the City of Sedona, Sedona Police Department, Sedona Community Police Alliance, Sedona Volunteer Park Rangers, and numerous individual volunteers. 
Back in the early days when Sedona was a little town, the cowboys and ranchers would put on their go-to-town best dress clothes and head uptown for a little fun. We hope you’ll celebrate the day and do the same. Come watch the cowboys and horses, hoot and holler for the gunfights, chow down on good food, put on your dancing boots and enjoy some great country music and performers, take in some great cowboy art, have a chat with the western tradesmen at work, and sing your heart out with cowboy karaoke. Be sure to say “Howdy” to a stranger as if you have known ‘em all your life! If you feel the cowboy spirit move you, join in with the goin’s on! National Day of the Cowboy was established in 2005 to recognize the character and values of the American Cowboy: honesty, integrity, courage, compassion, respect, patriotism and a strong work ethic. Please join us as we take the time to honor and celebrate that. www.sedonamainstreet.com
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